
School District No. 73 - 2021 Young Authors’ Conference (Virtual)

Grades 8-12 Writing Workshops

Thursday, April 29
8:40-9:50

Zoom Link: TBA via SD73 School Contact prior to April 28th
Meeting ID: TBA Password: TBA

Miranda Krogstad MIRANDA KROGSTAD Spoken word poet meets eternal optimist,
Miranda's poetry ranges in topic from child's play to
empowerment, giving life's obstacles a feel-good finish. A
member of the 2016 national wild card team, member of the 2013
Spoken Word Program at the Banff Centre, Calgary Arts
Development grant recipient, and a 2-time Canada Council for the
Arts grant recipient, she now runs the spoken word network
YYSpeak: a communal and supportive space for local spoken
word artists.

How can teachers prepare students? “You are welcome to
introduce students to my work at
https://www.mirandakrogstad.com/videos.”

WRITE ON: CREATIVE WRITING ACTIVITIES TO GET YOU GOING
Using a series of prompts and games, this workshop will take
some of the pressure off of the blank page.  Giving writers
inspiration and tools for poetry (and other genres), we will try
some hands-on activities that will get the ink flowing!

Supplies: pencil or other writing utensil and lined paper or laptop

Thursday, April 29
12:20-1:30

Zoom Link: TBA via SD73 School Contact prior to April 28th
Meeting ID: TBA Password: TBA

Susan Juby SUSAN JUBY is the author of eleven books for teens and adults.
Her memoir about her addicted teen years is called Nice
Recovery. Her first novel, Alice, I Think, was a national bestseller
that was turned into a TV series that aired on CTV and the
Comedy Network. Rolling Stone called it one of the top forty
young adult novels. Her other novels include Republic of Dirt,
winner of the Leacock Medal for Humour, and The Woefield
Poultry Collective. Her books have been published all over the
world, but she mostly stays home because she likes it there.

How can teachers prepare students? You can visit my website and
perhaps watch some of the Writer's Life videos I've posted under
Overacting. https://susanjuby.com/videos/.”

YOU ARE HILARIOUS (AT LEAST, YOU COULD BE)
In this workshop, we will talk about the writing process and
discuss character building and what makes a piece of writing
funny. We will talk about the techniques that can make any
writer’s attempts at wit and levity, absurdity and satire, not to
mention hijinks, more successful. There will be exercises for those
who are already comfortable working in the comedic mode and
those more inclined to tragedy than comedy.

Supplies: pencil or other writing utensil, lined paper
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School District No. 73 - 2021 Young Authors’ Conference (Virtual)

Grades 8-12 Writing Workshops

Friday, April 30
8:40-9:50

Zoom Link: TBA via SD73 School Contact prior to April 28th
Meeting ID: TBA Password: TBA

kc dyer Most of the time, kc dyer loves to travel. But lately, her pandemic
plan has mostly involved staying close to home in the wilds of
British Columbia, walking her dogs in the woods and writing
books. You can see my YA books to date on my website,
https://www.kcdyer.com/ya-books.

How can teachers prepare students? Ideally, students should
come prepared with two or three photos of places they have
been. These can be from around home - or any place that they
have been before.”

NOT SO FAR FROM HOME: FROM REAL LIFE TO FANTASY
Every story needs a setting, and even the most fantastical have to
start somewhere. Join kc dyer to practice taking the places you've
been in real life, and using what you know to evoke the perfect
setting for your story.

Supplies: pencil or other writing utensil, lined paper, blank paper,
Coloured pencils or markers

Friday, April 30
12:20-1:30

Zoom Link: TBA via SD73 School Contact prior to April 28th
Meeting ID: TBA Password: TBA

Chris Humphreys CHRIS HUMPHREYS is an actor, author, playwright and audiobook
narrator. He has written nineteen novels including The French
Executioner, Chasing the Wind, The Jack Absolute Trilogy, Vlad, A
Place Called Armageddon and Shakespeare’s Rebel. Plague won
the Arthur Ellis Award for Best Crime Novel. He has an MFA in
Creative Writing from UBC. The first two books of his epic fantasy
series Immortals’ Blood are now out: Smoke in the Glass and The
Coming of the Dark. His new fantasy series, The Tapestry Trilogy
has just been launched. He is the artistic director of Salt Spring’s
Theatre Alive.

How can teachers prepare students? “It would be great if the
students had some idea of the kind of things I write, so a visit to
my website http://www.authorchrishumphreys.com/ would be
good. And remind them to have one burning question ready.”

IT’S ALL ABOUT CHARACTERS!
What is it we most remember when we read a book? It’s the
characters, right? From Frodo to Harry Potter to Katniss Everdeen,
it’s the characters’ journeys we love to follow. But how are those
characters developed in fiction? Join Chris Humphreys for a
hands-on dive into how that’s done. What he loves to do is reveal
character-in-action, and he’ll show you how to do just that.

Supplies: pencil or other writing utensil, lined paper, and
imagination!
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